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UPON hearing the counsel the Court made the following

ORDER
1. Dr. S. Muralidhar, the learned Amicus has placed on record a
detailed Status Report.
2. In the Status Report, the 1learned Amicus has provided the

background of the entire litigation, more particularly the wvarious
directions issued by this Court in its decision titled “Sukanya
Shantha vs. Union of India and Others”, reported in (2024) 15 SCC
535.



3. The report talks about compliance of wvarious directions issued
by this Court in the Judgment, referred to above, including the
clarificatory Order passed by this Court dated 7th November, 2024.
4. We have looked into the entire report. One copy of the Status
Report has been provided to all other learned Counsel appearing in
this litigation.

5. However, in the course of today's hearing, learned Amicus laid
much stress on para 25 of his status report.

Para 25 is titled 'Information Awaited

Para 25 reads thus:-

The AC 1is awaiting further written responses from several
States/UTs in respect of:-

a. The method of collection and transmission of caste-data to
NCRB,

b. Deletion of caste columns in all the registers and forms in
prisons;

c. Outsourcing of cleaning work;

d. Status of compliance with the guidelines in the judgments in
Arnesh Kumar and Amanatullah Khan;,

e. Notifications constituting BoVs district wise,

f. Status of new Acts/Rules/Manuals that are proposed by several
States/UTs;

g. Status of amendments to offending provisions in the
Acts/Rules/Manuals.”

6. As regards the information which the learned Amicus seeks, we
requested Ms. Aishwarya Bhati, the learned Additional Solicitor
General, to look into the same and take up the matter with all
States and Union Territories and try to gather the necessary
information at the earliest.

7. The learned Amicus made us understand that the State of Assam,
the State of Madhya Pradesh, the State of Meghalaya, and the Union
Territory of Chandigarh have evolved a methodology insofar as

collection and transmission of caste data is concerned. According
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to him, the same methodology may be adopted by other States/UTs for
the purpose of procuring the necessary information.

8. The learned Amicus also brought something very important to
our notice. According to him, as on date, none of the States/Union
Territories has constituted Board of Visitors District-wise.
According to him, it is wvery much important and necessary for each
State/UT to constitute Board of Visitors in each of the Districts
where are sub-jails.

9. This has to be done under the Model Prison Manual, 2016, more
particularly, Clause 29.01 read with 29.03 respectively including
the State Prison Manual respectively.

10. We direct all the State Governments/Union Territories to
ensure that Board of Visitors is constituted district - wise headed
by the Principal District Judge of that particular District, within
a period of four weeks from today. Board of Visitors shall be
constituted accordingly without fail. Any laxity in this regard
will be viewed strictly.

11. We request Ms. Bhati to see that the each of the States/Union
Territories are conveyed as regards the direction issued today by
this Court for the purpose of constituting the Board of Visitors
District-wise.

12. We also direct all the States/Union Territories to provide us
the status of amendments to the offending provisions in the
Acts/Rules/Manuals as pointed out by the learned Amicus in his
Status Report within a period of four weeks from today.

13. Registry shall forward one copy each of this Order to the
Principal Secretary (Home) of all the States/Lieutenant Governors
of Union Territories. The necessary Report as regards the aforesaid
shall be forwarded by the respective States/Union Territories by
3-9-2026. Once all the necessary information is received, the
Registry shall provide one copy each to the learned Amicus at the
earliest.

13. By Order dated 15-12-2025, we had taken note of relief prayed
for in one interim application preferred by the applicant

concerned.
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14. In the said interim application, relief prayed for seeking
direction to all the States to file appropriate affidavits
concerning any similar provisions and to produce Police Regulations
and/or Standing Orders and/or Rules and/or any other subordinate
legislation concerning policing before this Court and issue
appropriate directions in that regard.

15. 1Insofar as this prayer is concerned, we had observed that we
will have to hear all the States and Union Territories which may
take a long time. In such circumstances, we request the Union of
India to look into it and file its reply in this regard before the
next date of hearing.

16. Post this matter on 10-9-2026.

(VISHAL ANAND) (POOJA SHARMA)
DEPUTY REGISTRAR COURT MASTER (NSH)
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